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1 our friends who faror us with manuscripts for
pubication wwish to hare reyected artickes returned, they
must in al! cases send stan pe for that purroce

Time for a New Municipal Poliey.

It is not the State Railroad Commis-
sion’s business to regulate the traffic of
this city; but if these worthy gentlemen
hold and divulge sensible views thereon,
they are as much entitled to attention
as other citizens. The commission’s re-
port, published on Saturday, contained
an inordinate amount of enlightenment
upon the subject of our strect railroads.
It showed to what a lamentable extent
the public itself is directly rezponsible
for the difficultics now complained of:

“ And 8o with the surface lines. Thvery attempt
10 lay & new track or malie a new connection Was
denounced as ‘& grab’ the city has pald the full
coat of the widening of Filty ninth street between
Fifth and Fighth avenues, as !t will also for the
widening of Fighth avenur on Central Park West,
and for the widening of Fifty'ninth street east of
Fifth avenue, notwithstanding the street raliway
company was ready and offered to pay the whole
expense. And It should be borne in m nd that the
company did not seek to lay down any new tracks
In these widened thoroughfares, but only to help
& freer car movement by giving greater room for
all other veh!cles

“The board m'ght multiply examples and give
some very specifc instances to show tuat there has
been a petty, demagog'c policy persistently pur-
sued against oll Interurban rallway enterpriscs in
New York city, probably Instigated by and dating,
of course, from the Broadway Rallroad scandal In
188, and that the tendency has been to treat the
ourporatlons as the publle enemy. To this very
combination of circumstances are in some degree
@ue the diffculties and the backwardness and the
Iscapacity of the service to day.”

Theoretically, to bite off one's nose is
an impossibility: vet practically New
York has accomplished it in respect to
its own facilities for transportation.
Grudging the dollar that would have
flowed into the coffers of the street car
companies, the city has deliberately
sacrificed millions of dollars' worth of
convenience and benefit to the general
public. An era of common sense of the
kind displayed by the State Railroad
Commission may work wonders.

Is there a man in town todispute the
soundness of these conclusions concern-
ing the betterment of interborough
communication?

* 1t lg the ‘udgment of th's board that at least
two new lines of underground ra'lway, wholly In
Manhattan and The I'ront, and three new bridges
or tunnels between Manhatian and V'rook'yo and
Queens, should be at once begun. L'nless some
comprehensive work alomg these lines is forthwith
undertaken and carried to completion with de-
Spadah, the city will find itself Leset by stagnated
trafic diMculties and dangers which will com-
pletely overshadow even the hard conditions which
are to-day recarded as \atolerable.”

To give this sensible scheme more
than an academic interest, a heroic policy
on the part of the city is necessary, and
if it should be adopted, the troubles that
pow hamper our development, with the
threat of choking it wholly, will disap-

pear.

To-day probably no city in the world
s in sorer straits, in proportion to its
needs and possibilities, for money for
improvements. Our inadequacies press
on every hand and in every department
of the city government. The (‘onstitu-
tional limitation of our debt renders us
almost helpless. Yet the present bar-
riers to growth could be swept away,
and evervthing now in sight of our am-
bitions made attainable, if we should
abandon the narrow-minded and social-
istic scheme of municipal ownership of
the underground roads and arrange for
their transfer to private enterprise in
the old-fashioned way.

If that should be done, New York would
be able again to procead to the building
of works that are legitimately part of the
city's province to build, with the free
hand that comes from the fat purse.

Woman Suffrage Iin New Hampshire.

On March 10 the voters of New Hamp-
ghire will have the opportunity of re-
cording their votes upon that clause
of the proposed new Constitution which
gives equal right of suffrage to women.
The submission of this proposed amend-
ment will be the culmination of an ex-
tensive agitation not only in New Hamp-
shire, but throughout New England;
and dependence is put, alike by the
advocates and the opponents of the
change, upon the previous record of
Rhode Island when a similar Consti-
tutional amendment was offered to the
voters of that State. .

In April, 1887, there was submitted
to the Rhode Island voters an amend-
ment which gave women the right “ to
vote in the election of all civil officers
and on all questions in all legal towns,
districts or ward meetings,” subject
to the same qualifications, limitations
and conditions as were applied to men.
The vole was 6.8%9 in favor and 21,957
against. The adverse majority was cer-
tainly decisive, and if duplicated in New
Hampshire would leave the advocates

of female suffrage in a small minorityy

next month.

But the supporters of female suffrage
declare that the vote of Rhode ls'and
I8 of no account, for the reason that
at the election at which the amendments
were rejected there 6,000 electors de-
clared no preference, and a majority
of these voters were presumahly not
hostile to the project of extended suf-
frage. Rhode Island had, too, at the
time a restricted suffrage under a poll
tax not aboliched until the year follow-
ing. Asone of the results of that change
the vote of Rhode Island, then 85,000, is
aow 80,000,

Between 1887 and 1903 the agitation
which has bheen carried on for female
suffrage in New England and elsewhere
han hnn generally favorable to the
extension, and New Hampehire, like

)

Massachusetts, now accords the right
of suffrage to women at school elections.
It is under these circumstances that
the advocates of the amendment are
encouraged to expect a large vote for
it, if not, indeed, its adoption.

The four States which have adopted
woman suffrage are in the West and
have a predominating male population,
' as shown by the last Federal census:
l Wyoming, 63 per cent.; Idaho, 88; Colo-
rado, 55, and Utah, 61 per cent.

Lincoln and the Negro Vote.

The Rev. Mr. CoNwAY and other cor-
respondents have an undoubted right
to suppose that if ABRAHAM LINCOLN
had lived longer he might have reversed
his earlier opinion as to the hopelessness
of social and political equality between
the white citizens of the United States
and the negroes. But no evidence of
such a change in his views has yet been
presented to us.

The last concern of LINCOLN with re-
gard to the future of the emancipated
race was for the ratification of the Thir-
teenth Amendment, which put the aboli-
tion of slavery into the Constitution.
That and the perfect restoration of the
Union of States were the great objects
which occupied his mind during the
last few months of his life.

The Fourteenth Amendment, which
made the negroes citizens of the United
States, was not proposed by Congrees
until he had been dead more than a year.
The Fifteenth Amendment, declaring that
the right of citizens to vote should not
be abridged on account of race, color
or previous condition of servitude, was
not proposed by Congress until ABRA-
HAM LiNcoLN had been dead nearly four
years,

A correspondent favored us the other
day with a copy of a letter said to have
been written by Mr. LiNcoLy in March,
15864, to the Union Governor of Louisiana,
wherein the President suggested the idea
that some of the negroes, * as, for in-
stance, the very intelligent, and espe-
cially those who have fought gallantly
in our ranks,” might with advantage be
“let in " to the election franchise.

Mr. Coxway and our other friends will
gree at a glance that this tentative sug-
gestion is as far as were LINCOLN'S re-
marks six years earlier in the debate
with DovaLas from indicating that he
believed in the principle of the negroes'
political right to the ballot. For the
question with him was as to the ex-
pediency of conferring the suffrage in
special cases as a concession to excep-
tional intelligence and a reward for mili-
tary services, not of granting it as a right
of equal manhood.

The point, however, is not whether Mr.
LincoLN changed his opinion, or whether
he would have changed it if he had lived
longer. 1t is whether his original judg-
ment that racial differences made politi-
cal and social equality impossible has
been confirmed by the results of the ac-
tual experiment of nearly forty vears.

The Stayers. ’

The other day we made our compli-
ment to the Hon. HENRY J. ESSLER, sol-
dier, sailor, miner, who at 106 is work-
ing a 200-acre farm in Wisconsin with
the help of just one hired man. We
called him The Happiest Man in the
World because he has never been sick
and has never worried; and we deny that
there is any good reason why he shouldn’t
live to be 208. Opportunely one of our
fellow amateurs of longevity sends these
words of encouragement and corrobora-
tion, which we commend to all who have
taken their first degree in the Century
School and have the pluck to enter upon
a postgraduate course of another hun-
dred years:

“To THE FDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: The account
" to-day's SUN of a man 200 years old, the case
being authenticated by dorumentary evidence, will
probably recelve little credence. However, It re
minds me of one other extrene instance which 1
quote for what it Is worth. According to the par-
\sh reeister of St Leonard, Shoreditch, London,
THOMAS CaM died Jan. 15, 1058 aged 207 years.
The following s a verbatim copy of ar extract
oMa'ned in 1882 \

“15%8. Buridtles. tol. 1. THOMAS CAM was
buriel ye 22 inst. of Januarye, aged 207 years.
Holywell street. (RORGE BaRROW, Parish Clerk.*
1t thus appears Camwas born in 1281 in the fourth
of Nicrarp 11.; and llved through that reign, and
those of HENRY IV, HENRY V', HENRY V'], EDWARD
V.. Epwarn V., Ricnanp 111, HeNeY Vi1, HENRY
VI, Fowarp VI, Marrt and to the thirtieih of
ELITATFTH

“('n & long freestone siab ‘n Caerey Church,
near Card!", In the county of Glamorgan, Is this
mseription in cap'tals roand the ledpe: C Here
Iyeth the body of WILLIAM FDWDA, of the Cairey,
who departed this Lfe the 24 of | ebruary, Anno
homin, 1048 \nnocue atalls sue IYS” And on
the body of the stone.

“ 1O, happy ehange!

And o® bimst,
When rreele and pain s

Changed to rest’

“ The forego'nug 's taken ‘rom the Penn, AMaoe-
tine of 1%8%.

“1understand that a deputation from this country
visited Great lirilain a few vears ago in order 1o
ook up some exceptional cases of longevity, with
what result 1t would be interesting to learn. Epwos's
case appears geiuine, and so does thie comiparatively
recent case of L. WitLiavM MEap, whose tomh
stone is 10 be seen at \Ware, Heris, and whose years

140 odd—are glien with the odd montha, weeks
and days. 1. Fexwick.

“ NEW YORK, Feb, 10"

It is useless to ask the sceptics to be-
lieve in middle-aged men, like CaMm or
even in boys like Dr. MEAD and BiLLy
EpwARDS. These comparativ ly modern
instances are as mythical to the doubters
as the Bible patriarchs of the nine-hun-
dred-vear class. Well, this is the age
of statistics and this is the age of cen-
tenarians. It is not worth while to take
the trouble to live to be 200 or so to be
called a liar for your pains after you are
gone, and to have your tombstone sneered
at by those singular persons who take it
as a personal affront if anybody dares
to last to a good, round age. Nobody
wants tham ta liva: why ara thav o hot
against people who are of the stuff that
endures? The registers of vital statis-
tics can be depended upon, we suppose;
or will the anti-longevity cranks of 2103
throw doubt upon the accuracy of the
twentieth century statisticians?

Our interest in the matter is due to
an admiration of genius, whatever be
the field of its display. To live to a
great age, to be preéminent amaqng
millions and to resist longest Death, the
subtle and unconquerable antagonist, to

-
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stand up against the old scoundrel and
keep him from his own for a century or
two is to show a rare quality of head and
body, some mysterious superiority and
a quiet strength of will. Of the good
or evil fortune of living to be very old
we need not speak. Many of the old are
satiate of life; sick of decay, sad to have
survived their contemporaries or dimly
conscious of being a burden to their
relatives. They are weary of the play;
and they droop or worry themsel ves into
the grave. But there are miraculous
constitutions and temperaments, meant
to live and to-enjoy; hearty and happy
at an age deemed preposterous by the
feeble and more ephemeral. It strikes
us that a perfectly healthy man, reason-
ably curious and intelligent, prudent
and a little selfish, may get a good deal
of satisfaction by watching the world go
round, seeing the changes, the inventions
and accumulating experience. Take
GokTHE, for instance, 8 man who en-
joyed himself in many ways for many
years. At 150 GOETHE with his mind
would have been a sort of god.

May we give one or two practical di-
rections to beginners? Don't worry
when you get to be 90. That is a fatal
age for many deserving seniors. They
have set their hearts on being 100 and
die from excitement and anxiety lest
they be cut off before making a record.
We remember an Oldest Living Graduate,
one of our predecessors in an honor that
we and so many others have selected for
ourselves, He didn't bother about his
health, but about that of friends a little
younger than himself. “ JOHN is not
looking at all wel!,” he would say: “ I'm
afraid he won't last till spring. He has
a weak stomach on the mother's side.”
“ WiLLIAM drinks too much and takes
too big drinks. You've got to be moder-
ate when you get along in life.” This
old boy could climb a tree when he was
100, Another piece of advice: Buy an
annuity. Then you have something to
live for. One more note: While most
old folks get thin and look small and
dried up, there are oaks of the forest that
last. Did you notice that Capt. JOHN
STICKNEY of Newburyport died Satur-
day? He voted on the last election day,
which was the one hundred and first an-
niversary of his birthday. He was “ a
large, well-preserved man, six feet tall,
and during his latter years weighed over
200 pounds.” Big and little have their
chance.

President RooseveLT and President
ELIOT are urging folks to be born.  Well,
when they are born, wa urge 'em to last.

Blacklisting the Drunkards.

The new Licensing act, which was
passed last year by the British Parlia-
ment, has been operative since Jan. 1.
As it reprefents the strongest effort
ever made to prevent excessive in-
dulgence in intoxicating drink short
of legislation embodying total prohibi-
tion, it is worth while to mark its prin-
cipal features and the effect of their
enforcement.

By way of preface, we may recall the
fact that as early at 1608 “ the loathsome
and odious sin of drunkennesas,” to use
the words of the act passed at that date,
was made a statutory offence, and pun-
ished by a fine or confinement in the
stocks. This law remained on the stat-
ute book until 1872, when the Licensing
act of that year made it an offence, pun-
ishable on summons by fine, to be found
drunk in any public place or on any
licensed premises. This law proved in-
effective to restrain the sale of liquor
to habitual drunkards, because the lig-
uor seller could claim that the drunken-
ness was not causcd on his premises, and
the burden of proof lay on his accusers.
The new law shifts the burden of proof.
If a man is seen to come staggering out
of a public house the liquor seller must
account for the phenomenon and show his
innocence if he can. He is deemed guilty
till he can prove himself innocent.

This provision has provoked great in-
dignation among the liquor sellers, who
protest that it is impossible to tell how
near drunkenness a man may be; that
often it is only the last glass that affects
him, and that he may not show his drunk-
enness till he gets out in the fresh air.
Let us say, they argue, that a man has
taken ten or twenty glasees of whiskey
elsewhere, and merely takes his last
drink on our premises; is it reasonable
to make us bear the whole penalty for
his drunkenness? There is no doubt,
however, that this feature of the act has
had the effect of making liquor sellers
exceedingly wary, and has thus answered
the purpose of the legislators, who de-
gired to make the procurement of drink
by drunkards difficult.

We should add that the conviction of a
liquor seller not only subjects him per-
sonally to punishment, but affixes a bad
mark to the public house, and where
there are three such marks the license
may be forfeited. This is a new and
drastic provision, for formerly if a new
man took over licensed premises the
marks did not count against him and
the license was continued.

A still more efficient check to drunken-
ness is applied by a clause of the new
act under which any person, male or
female, found drunk in any public place,
publie building or public vehicle may be
arrested by any one. If when arraigned
before a Magistrate the offender is pro-
nounced an Frab'tual drunkard within
the meaning of the act, the drunkard is
informed that it will be an offence for
him to obtain, or attempt to obtain, at
any club or licensed premises any intoxi-
cating liquor for a period of three years.
It will even be illegal for him, either per-
sonally or by deputy, to buy a bottle of
wine or spirits at a grocer's shop. Mean-
while, all licensed persons and secre-
taries of clubs within the area in which
the court is situated are furnished with
the means of identifying the proscribed
person and informad that if drink is
supplied to the offender heavy fines
will be inflicted on those who supply it.
The result is that wherever he is known
the offender is absolutely shut off from
alcohol. The depressing effect of such
a prohibition upon habitual drinkers may
be imagined. One arrested person when
it was explained to him that he would
not be able to get a drink again for the
next three vears said to the Magistrate:
* Why don't you hang me at onoce?*®
From the North of England a report has
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been published that a blacklisted drunk-
ard committed suicide rather than con-
tinue to face further isolation from
alcohol.

As might have begn expected, the ney
act has thrown a great deal of extra
work upon the police courts, but, eventu-

ally, a marked diminution in the charges !

of drunkenness may be looked for. There
is no doubt that the law is being rigor-
ously enforced in the large cities, but it
remains to be seen whether it will be
carried out in the small country towns
and rural distriots, where the little
public house cannot exist if tippling and
drunkenness are prevented. Even in
the large cities, of course, the law does
not reach the quiet drinker, who, by

remaining at home, avoids arrest and '

the chance of being placed on the black-
list of habitual offenders.

The Melancholy End of the Great
Littlefield Bill.

It is just six months next Wednesday
since the Hon. CHARLES E. LITTLEFIELD,
then the most conspicuous of living trust-
busters, declared in the pride of his
acknowledged preéminence and the joy
of his mission:

* Unless this blll that 1 have introduced Is re-
ported at the next session of Congress and hecomes
a law, 1 will be prepared to give Lo my constituents
the reason why.”

We are quoting now from Mr. LITTLE-
FIELD'S speech at Bar Harbor on Aug.
18, 1002. A few days later, at Biddeford,

@ s ——

he predicted that the next session of |

Congress would “ pass a law foroing
every trust to show its hand and make
public its cash value and business;” and,
in the possible event of failure, he re-
peated the significant words, “ or you
shall know the reason why.”

Almost every aspect of life and of
human emotion has been reflected at
some time or another in the varied pages
of the Congressional Record; but when
did that journal ever chronicle a more
pathetic incident than the final spectacle
of Mr. LITTLEFIELD, alone, unsupported,
repudiated by the trust-busters formerly
associated with him, pleading to obtain
the poor privilege of even one minute's
time for the statement of his views on
the great subject of his last summer's
laborious cogitation?

We quote now three successive pas-
sages from the Congressional Record of
Friday:

1.

“ Mr. LITTLRFIELD--Mr. Speaker, will the gen.
tleman yleld » moment to me*

“ Mr. DALZELL—Are you going to speak for the
rule or againat it?

“ Mr. LITTLRFIELD~ | am goinz to make An In-
quiry of the committee |n reference 0 a suggested
amendment of this bill.

* Mr. DaALzELL -1 cannot yield to the gentleman
for that purpose.”

1.

“ Mr. LITTLEFIRLD- [ et me [lulsh my question,
plense.

“ The Speaker—The time of the gentleman from
llino's has expired. (Laughter]

“ Mr. CaxxoX~—1 cannot even answer the gen-
tleman's [Mr. LITTLEVIELD'A] question. My time
has expired.

“Mr. RicHARDSON~] yield to the genilleman
from Malne one minute to continue his inquiry of
the gentleman from llino's. *

1.

* Mr. GROSVENOR-The gentleman from Ten
nessce has been, as usual, general in his statement.
What amendment does he propose to put npon this
bU1*  He does not tell us.

* Mr. RicuaRvsoON-—~The Littiefield bill, which we
have passed.

“ Mr. GROSYENOR-The gentleman would put into
thls b *the Littledeld bll and any Tow. Dick

and HARKY 8 bill, 'n order 1o suir up trouble any- |

where (f he can only disturh the peace. |Lauehter

and app'ause upon the Republican side.

Thus the Littlefield trust-busting bill,
the child of hope and zealous thought
and confident prediction, sank out of
sight in the Fifty-seventh Congress, the
object in its last moments of con-
tumely, contempt and general derision.
Its author. the triumvir of last summer,
was able to secure a hearing for sixty
gseconds only through the charity of a
political adversary.

The forthcoming statement from Mr.
LITTLEFIELD to his constituents ought
to be interesting.

Nobody can read Chief Judge ALTON B,
PARKER'S speech at the Coloxial Club dinner
—-a trying oocasion in some respects—with-
out adding at least fif y p*r cent. to his pre-
vious estimate of Judge PARKER'S dignity,
tact and common sens2.

It is a happiness to anawer this affectionate
inquiry after the Pilduzer Canary.

“To TAE Inrror or THe Stx - Sir What has
become of our esteemed friend, DATHYRAMB DICK,
who 8o liitinzly pours forth his soul in poetic prase®
1s he hibernating \n one of the recesses of Pilduser
lark?! We lon? to hear anollier sone.

* NEW YORK, I'eb. M4 MARTLAND."

The sap begins to stir.  The feathers of
the mong-coat flutter. There is a quiver
in that sweet, dividing throat. The Ground
Hog hears the first faint note and begine
to run in ever gwifter circles in pursuit of
his own tail. The Lyric Jackass in his far-
off paddock rushes madly againet the
barbed-wire fence and breaks into what
Mr. Dicx calls a vibrant, ululant and plan-
gent cry. A wild glare and stare leaps from
the sea-green orbs of WALT WHITMAN, the
good gray cat. He starte. He rushes.
8.are as cats, he is going to have a fit.

When WaLT WHITMAN hae a fit, Drrar-
RaMB Dick will make another fit of song.
The shingles of his bower in Pilduzer will
sprout and flower. Bursting from his
winter sleep, kicking his hibernaculum into
smithereens with his trochaic feet, he will
rise into the heaven of song, caper in the
empyrean, lot loose the fixed stars, tickle
the comets with their own tails and fill the
world with melody and feathers.

The report that DITATRAMB DICK has
gone into the pastoral poetry trust with
Gen. SAMBO BowLes of Agawam is a base
and bald-headed lie.

The following consolatory remarks are
addressed by the Prowidemec Journal to
Mr. LITTLEFIRLD:

“1is prominence for xeveral months as a would-
he trust reguiator has given him Iimportance hoth
at Wastingtou and 'n his own Siwate. To Malne
peonle he Is now one of their foremost sons. When
they have a higher honor thap bis to glve o a fel
low cilizen, they miay not overlook him."

That cannot be what he was after. Mr,
HaLx'e term runs to March 4, 1805, and
then he will be only 68. Mr. FRYE's term
does not end until 1907. Mr. laTTLEFIELD
is a trust-buster by conviction, not for
political advantage.

Mr. Astor Discevers Mr. John Choate.
From the I'all Maoll Carettr
Among those who have accepted invitations to
the Washingion's Birthday dinner may be men-
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OUR SALES T SOUTH ANERICA.

A Wretehed Showing of Experts in Come.
parison With the Velume of Imjorts.
To e Epiron or Tur Sun--Sir: Until

we have lines of American vessels sailing

frequently and regularly to all the South

American ports of importance, we are not

likely to make any better showing than the

following, which records our entire sales
of domestic merchandise to that continent

for the calendar year 1902:

Hooks, maps, engravings, &c.
SVROBR v 000 cassononusacieitn
OBMsie s sncconrsron

Oata.....
Whea! o0r........c.ocovviiis
Carriages, cars and vehicles. ..
Rallway cars oo xanedy
Clocks and watches
Raw cotton.
Cotton clotha. ...
Other cotton manufactures. ..
Ferslzers. .o.....ooovvvniiinns
Trults and outs. ...
Ho!

Sclentifie instruments and apparatus. ... .
BB s o didiotosononssbuntbinds ensAENSETAD 9.4
Electrical maohinery..... 0,925
Newing marhines......... 405,281
Steam engines.............. 538,724
Typewriting machines...... 6,110
Sole and upper leather. ........c.coivienns 315,616
Hoots and ShoeS ... .....c. coviviianinis 172,195
Resin, tar, turpentine and piteh. .. ooooonien 451,4%
Spirite of turpensine. oo 274,047
Ofl cake and oll-cakte meal. ......o.ocoviiie 5,068
Mineral olls, refined. . ........ 4,674,982
Veretahle oils s orasesnyn EREs e nby 655,108
Paper, and manufactures of . ... o0 821,090
Paramn and par&Mn WAK . ... coooienoiiis 18,025
Meat products ............... . . 2,882,834
Dalry products. . .......ooviiiens . 4728
FOREDivcoi i gvesonvineiarasasinsesatansises . 5,100
NeNned BULAr.. .. .......covoiiiiiiviiiniens 7,065
12af tobacco . AN 137,681
| Manwfactured tobaeco 70,417
Timber........ I 51,600
Lumber... ..., 1,808,905

These and a few minor items make up our
miserably small total of exports to South
America in 1902, of $38,000,000. While we
are waiting year after year on Congress
to come to our relief, other nations are tak-
ing away the business of these next-door
neighbors of ours. Our yearly sales ought
to be at Jeast as much as we bought from
Sauth America last year, $119,000,000.

To make matters worse, we are paving
foreigners for carrying 92 per cent. of the
$38,000,000, and the $119,000,000. Think of
the “great American hog” being represented
down there by only $391 worth! And fer-
tilizers, another of our specialties, by only
$473 worth.

What a paradox! The United States,
the greatest manufacturing nation on earth,
buying $119,000,000 from a group of non-
manufacturing nations and paying out cash
for all but $3%,000,000 of it. In this case
*Uncle Sam pays the freight,” and the bill
as well.

We ought to be as successful in keeping
European goods out of S8outh America as
wo are in keeping out European soldiers.
We need a commercial Monroe Doctrine
also. WaALTER J. BALLARD.

SCHENECTADY, Feb. 14,

Washiugton and Lincoln.

To TRE EDITOR oF THRE Brx-—Sir: On
President Lincoln's death the London Times
published an editorial article in which it re-
marked how greatly he (Lincoln) had grown
and his shouklers broadened under the in-
creasing heaviness of the burden he had to
beer. It would be a mistake, I think, to build
a theory of Linocoln's opinion about the white
and colored races on the extraot from an
early speech recently cited in Tae SuNx by
my friend, Judge Pryor. The stump speaker
in a campaign was different from the Presi-
dent educated by a terrible war

In May, 1775, George Washington, on his
way to Congress, met the Rev Jonathan
Boucher of Annapolis in the middle of the
Potomac; while their boats pausad the clergy-
man warned his friend that the path on which
he was entering might lead to separation.
Washington said: “If you ever hear of my
joining in any such measures you have my
loave to s>t me down for everything wicked "
(Notes and Queries, series 8 and 5).

Within nine menths after that utterance,
namely, on Jan. 81, 1776, Washington wrote
from Cambridee to Joseph Reed: *"A few
more such flaming arguments as were fx-
hibited at Falmouth and Norfolk, added to
the sound doctrine and unanswerable reason-
ing contained in the pamphlet ‘Common
Sense,' will not leave members at a loss to
decide upon the propriety of s*paration ”

NEw YORKk, Fob 14 Moncvpe D CoNway

Marous Whitman.

To THE EpIToR or THE SUN--Sir; In vour
{ssue of the 11th iust, you published a letter,
not now baforsa me, which compluined of the
{ssue by the U'nited Stater Government of a
book or books about Marcus Whitman and
Oregon
writer of the letter that such book or books
contained slanderous statements, I have no
word to write. But his assumption that
Marcus Whitman, or the Marcus Whitman
who is claimed to have saved Oregon is a
myth, and that Prof Bourne of Yale has
found him such, is likely to be assafled.
The Sunday School Timea last summer
jssued a call 10 every one who knew any-
thing of Whitman to send the information
to that paper. The replies came n volumi-
nously and this paper has published for the
past eight months much pointed and valuable
first-hand evidence. Would it not be a good
thing for TRE SUN to reéstablish, if it instly
can, the old reputation of Mareus Whitman
pe having done somethine substantial toward
securing Oregon for the United States?

Have not his claims been investigated by
three States and did they not unite recgntly
lo;_v::nrl!nm? HaroLp VERNON,

Lincoln After Thirty-eight Years.
From the Schoolmaster.

In the long distance of t!me and death the rough
form of Abraham Lincoln rises 1o an altitude of
human grandeur amazing and sublime. And yet
Lis stately personality reached no such summit
of regard while bhe lived. How volatile is contem-
poraneous opinlon! Achievement, nobility, char
acter; vhe career of a man—years of courage - years
of kindness-- years of expressiofleas sorrow--and
the reward®—-martyrdom. How sw'fdy calumny
rises 10 the top and charity s'nksin losignificance,
when the great wave of lngratitude grows Into a
whirlwind of hate. A ruan who won the admiration
of angels, crowned with the world s applause

Too \ate for him to wear. He was the dylng figure
of a gloomy magnificence. He s not here, while
historr writes down the love of the 'uman race,
in memory re‘choing while creation lasts In
marble and in bronze. These laurels of affection
we wreathe around the tomb of our long-burled
god, who stood where the lightning tore through
the ozken valor of our age, amid thestorm, weapon
Jess azalnst the conspiring malice of civilization,
in the most violent political carthquake that ever
rocked the world —the sweoetest mariyr slnoe the
Meart of Bethlehem broke upon the oroas.

The Quick Lanch in Tondon.
From ke L.net.

Proposals have recently appearsd in the dally
press \n favor ol tuc inauguration of a system of
quick lunches hy which the busy man may have
a substantial midday meal served expeditiously,
the partaking of walch shall occupy but a few min
uies. W Go bat hesitate to sk that all our readers
will impress upon the'r patienta that the adoption
of this proposal would be a wicked physiological
gtep. The repalr of the body s not a process to
be irifled with In this way. eating should not he
done \n 8 hurry. Tuedemands of business may be
pressing. but the demands of the body are in reality
more sertous. Just as by stoking & ateam engine
to eramming point the fuel burns badly and the
intensity of the fire is lowered, 8o by bolting his
fond the vital processes within a man's hody are
hinderad rather *than helpsd. Necessarily, food
eaten rapidly escapes In a great measurs the pre
paratory processes of digestion and sooner or later
a hreakdown in the maltreated human marhine
supervenes. In a word, hurrying over eating s

vioned Mr. John Choate, the American Ambassador. § fatal to the health y sustenance of th s body.

.

In regard to the statement of the |

MR. KIPLING CRITICIS

Do American Seal Poachers Lose Thelr
Teeth In Rusdan Quickellver Mines?

To T™hx EDITOR or Tur SBUN- Nir: That
Mr. Rudyard Kipling is one of the most valu-
able contributors to modern English literature
is undoubtedly true. Mr. Kipling is oc-
caslonally inclined, however, to carry poetic
Hoense beyond Its legitimats scope.  He s
not always as sure of his facts as a writer
must be expected to be nowadays consider-
ing the modern facilities for obtaining in-
formation.

In a poem called “The Rhyme of the Three
Sealers.” in the volume entitled “The Beven
Seas.” ocour theae lines:

For life it Is that |s worse than death, by force of
the Russian law,

To work In the mines of mercury that looae the
teeth In your Jaw.

. The words occur in such a context as to

{mply that the Russian Government punishes

American sailors caught in the act of illegiti-

mate seal catching on the east Riberian

coast by condemning them to hard labor in

quicksilver mines

As 1 shall try to show, it is highly improb-
able that punishment of this nature, namely,
enforced labor in quicksilver mines, has
ever been inflicted in the Russian Empire,
either on Americans or others The quick-
silver mines of Rumsia are located for the
most part in the Bachmut district of the
Ekaterinoslay government, not far from the
Black 8>a. A very small amount, known 8
“Caucasus quicksilver,” comes from the
D government.  In Siberia quick-
silver ocours, so far as hitherto known, only
ns small deposits 8( no econoniic importance
}'{.sm is no record of its having been mined

ere

The mines 6f Bachmut, which are In private
hands, were pot developed until after 1878
previous to_ which date Rumln.ém{»onad
such quicksilver as was consumn n the
country It was not until 1887 that the Rus-
sian mines began to contribute to the world's
supply.  In the volume of Mineral Industries,
Kleventh Census of the United States, 1890,
guv 192, It is shown that Russia did not

ewin to produce quicksilver until that year

According to du- “Collection of Statistics
of the Mining Industry of Russia for the

isonl Year 1808. Compiled From OfMcial
Jata, by A Loranski, St Potrrsburf. PP
Soikine, 1899," the Bachmut district is the
only important producer

product steadily increassd from the
year 1857, when it was 1,848 flasks (of 763
pounds each), to the year 1806, when It was
18,885 flasks The product of the United
Btates in the same yonr was 30,765 flarks
It is to ba Kruumrd that since 1896 the Russian
product has ocontinued to Increase 1 he
mines belonging to A Auerbach & Co_furnish
nearly the entire product (Page 217 of the
Russian work above guoted )

Ameérioan sealers captured in illegal catch-
ing of seals on the Riberian coast of the Pacific
wonld naturally be tried at Vladivestock
The distance from that port to the mines
of Bachmut is very nml{ 4,000 miles If
condemnad to enforoed mining labor, it is
hardly likely that the seamen would be trans-
ported that distance It is much more prob-
able that they would be set working in the
coal mines of Sachaline 1 which are
in the vicinity of Viadivostock. 1f the Russian
quicksi'ver mines were run by the Govern-
ment, it would not seem strange if they were
opera by convicts. But the ,prlvnu- firm
which should engave its labor from among
Siberian convicts, with the additional burden
of transporting them a distance of 4,000 miles,
would certainly be thought lacking in busi-
ness ability. It would likewise naturall
inferred that minine labor compo o
sailors would not be especially efficient.

If the prisonera sre not employed in_the
quicksilver mines of South Russia, it is diffi-
cult to sae in what quicksilver mines thev
can he employed  Traces of auicksilver ores
oecur at .Q'ervhlmk in Siberia, the Trans-
baikal recion and in the Kamchatka penio-
sula Men employed about these deposits
would be more in the nature of prospectors
than miners There would be little under-
ground work connected with such occu-
ation 1f deposits of quicksilver are worked
n the parts of Niberia referred to, they must
be singularly unproductive

Mercurial poisoning occurs among quick-
eilver miners where the ores are verv rich
For example, at New Almaden, in California,
fn 1800 the poisoning among the miners af-
fected 10 per cent of the number employved
In Culifornia much native quicksilver occurs
with the red sulphide, cinnabar, and it is
fromn the pressnce of the native metal that
the poisoning occurs. Buch poisoning may,
however, be easily prevented.

If mines of quicksilver, or mercurv, »
Mr. Kipling puts it, exist in Siberia, 1 shoul
be verv glad to know of the localities, and
m willing to stand corrected. erwise
?lool justified in calling al to the
error implied 1 am sure Mr Kipling can
have no wish to aid in perpetuating a sailors
varn which bas po value. considered either
from the standpoiut of fiction or of truth

C W PURINGTON.

BroozLINE, Mass , Feb. 14

Objects to January Tax Bill.
Hon Nathanicl A. Elsberg, Senate Chamber,
Albany, N. Y

My Dranr SexaTor: Yours of the 6th inst.
receivad The detriment to the interest
of the taxpayers of New York city by the pas-
sage of your bill, No. 113, will be far-reaching
and sovere If the bill passas as now pro-
posad it is so complicated that the people
will not comprehend its scope until it be-
comes a law

The result will be that after a payment of
a tax bill in 1904 only two months will elapse
when the taxpavers will be compelled to
pay another tux bill, or it will become an
obligation against New York property hold-
ers, thereby complicating sales of realty

The only relief the taxpaver has will be a
rebate of 3 per cent interest.  You well
konow that reaity holders in New York pay
« and 5 per cent_for the use of money for the
purchass of real estate

1 would respectfully sugeest that the way
to properly obiain the results that Comp-
troller Grout proposes would be the gradual
advance of the payment of Laxes over 4 terin
of years; for instance, | would make the
first vear's tazes after this year payable the
18t of September, 1004 the next, Aug. 1, 1905,
then July 1, 1608, next, June 1. 1007. May 1.
1808, April 1, 1908, March 1, 1910. Feb 1, 1911,

Jan 1, 1912, Dec 1, 1912 and Nov 1, 1914
In 'lr:u way you would obtain the desired
resu

My dear Renator 1 hope you will corsider
this proposition seriously. for after wll the
hardships that properiy holders in the bor-
ough of Manhattan have to hear, firet, hy
pesuming the debt of the citv of Brookivn,
sscond, by paving Drooklyn's taxes 10 the
extent of $1%.000.000, third, by the enormous
increass of nssessed values this year, theraby
increasing the tax hille of the majority of
property holders 25 per cent Yours with
esteeIn, JrrrEnsox M. Lyvry.

New York Feb 10

Sibley's Red Devil,
From the Washington Poat.

Its metal fittings and custings glistening
in the bright sunlight, the red devil of Repre-
sentative Sibley every morning pokes fts
front up Captol Hill  Steadily it moves
up thd incline, generally bearing a coterie of
big-breined members, whom Mr  Sibley
has picked up along the way or called (or at
their own domiciles. The great machine,
with 11s snbatantially upholetered gseats,

cends with all the magnificence and splen-

or of a triumphal car, for Mr Sibley is now

as much of a connoisseur in motor vehicles

ax he once was in horseflesh when he drove

a #pan of the pretiiest black horses that ever
steppad up Pennsylvania avenue

By the noon hour the red devil has disap-
peared uptown, but it comes again. lLate
every afternon Mr Nibley emergos from 1ne
Capitol, and rare it is that more of the big-
brained members are pot with him.  The
red devil begins to pulf and sno't Mr. Sible
grasps the wheel, they ocast down the hil‘l.
and pick a way towsrd home and dinner
No Jehu in Washington holds his seat more
proudly than the Pennsylvanian as the cham-
pion ohauffeur of the champion red devil of
the Federal cipital

The Kiss Killers.
From the Chipnew: Verals, *
“Mave you read.” asied Hiaway
How the dafly legislators -
Have Leen iumoing onto | issing?
Hove Lo sevn the olutlons
Introduced by them 1o throttle
Or discourage osculation®
Vears ago, when Minnehahs
Was a malden falr and gracefal,
1 wes oftena al the wigwam
Of Lier dad. the arrow maker,
And you bet your uncle udley
Jugt impreved each shining moment -
11ke 8 ben sinned e honey
From ner rosy 1ins, and never
herloowed a Liet, that s certaln’

“Now I'm growine old and hardened,
Rut 1 have sweet recollections

Of the good old cos y comer

In the arrow maker's wigwam,
And | don’t begrudge o others
What | once was very fond of

I'm net e those hoary headed
senaters who can no longer

i'ecl a thrill of exultation

When their lios collide with others
And who would therelore aholish
Osculation eliogether

Never! Here's a health to blasing!
Heres to Plla Wheeler Wileox '™

Te surest And bast of Blood Purifiers is J X
Alte mtive.~Aer, bk

OIL IN LOCONOTIVES.

Western Rallroad Men Say It's as Safe ag
Coal, Ma)he Safer.

From the Loa Angelea Timea

Nome  people have  thought that  oruda
oil should be prohibited in its use as fuel an
locomotives because of the danger of ex-
ploston and easy ignition in case of eollicion
or other serlous mishap. The recent eveola
of accidents throughout the country, par-
tiemlarly in the West, where evervbody is
quite familiar with petroleun, has seemed
to accentuate the feeling against oil-burning
locomotives. In one cr two Instances serious
damag e from fire has resulted, And reports
have made it appear that, immediately after
the crash, burning oil was quickiy hurled
over the wreck and flendish flames soon
wrought complete destruction

Experts have been discussing the danger
of oil on locomotives lately, and their concli-
slona are to the effect that such fuel i= not
only not more dangerous than coal, but often
much less so.

Said w prominent Southern Pucific official
of the operating department yesterday:
“1 am not talking to be guoted in the publie
prints, because the subject ix somewhst
technical and a trifle out of my line, but 1 do
not hesitate for 4 moment in saying that the
danger from oil asx fuel on our locomotives
is at a minimum and that coal is no safer. In
fact, when emergency arises, the engineer or
fireman can guickly turn a valve and instantly
put out the roaring flames in the fire box:
whereas in the case of coal, there is alwavs a
bed of red-hot coals ready to make any acci-
dent a dreadful holocaust. Of course, the
same thing might happen with ofl under tne
praper conditions, if the flow wera not stopped
and the flames could be fed from a bursted
tank.

“Kven then it might more often happen
that the cold petroleum would extinguish
the fire. Crude oil itself is not an explomve;
when vaporized it will burn, but to vavnorize
it in the open is a difficult matter. Pour crude
oil over a lichted torch, and the effect wili
be the same as If water had been used: plunge
a lighted torch into a tank of crude oil, and
the flame will go out instanuy: no explosion
will ensus; the flame goes out becauss the
cil is of such consistency that it {s with dim-
cul(;“‘;nporiud. while it can burn only tn that

) .

‘“lner.?r'L the Bonthern Pacific decided to
abandon coal on ite engines, some interesting
experiments were made in Los Angeles at the
instance of General Manaecer Kruttschaitt,
who at first seemed fearful of imminent
danger from the uss of oil Thesa experi-
ments, hewever, convinced him that the new
fuel was in no way an extra hazard to life or

progerw )
“Of course, in a head-on collision, when two
mammoth engines plunge into each other
at terrific sneed, they are quickly demolished,
together with their tenders and evervihine
else, while necessarily oil would be hurlaed in
every direction - but saldom burning oil

and, if ire broke out, the oil would very easily
burn elong with the inflammable débria
But there is the hlity of killing the flama
in the firebox t does not exiet when coal

is burned

At this juncture it is interesting to know
that an Arizona mechanic 18 reported to be in
1,08 Anweles at the present time working on a
device designed to stop the flow of oil in an
engine automatioally upon the least isturb-
anoe indicating serious eomplications. = Such
an invention is sreatly desired by both rall-
roads and travelling public

British Critielsm of Dr. Lorenz.
From the Lancel

The mind of the public has recently, with
the assistance of the daily press, been much
exercisad about the manipulative achieve-
ments of Prof lorenz Knowing nothine
of the nature of congenital luxation of the hip,
the lay mind ie ready to look upon the Lorenz
method as a revelation—-as the invention of
a novel form of “bloodless” surgery destined
o replace ordinary methods. We hear
of hospitals being founded where bloodless
surgery is to be practised and where no cut-
ting instrument is ever to be used Tt is
dificult to say with whom these erroneous
ideas originate; probably in the daily press
geal hes outrun knowledge and it is with a
good intention that “the new method™ has
been boomed. For the due consideration
of the best treatment of congenital disloca-
tion of the hip it is essential to understand
the etiology and pathology.

In the vast majority of the cases of con-
genital dislocation of the hip joint the two
bony surfaces which obonh‘i enter ln‘t’o the

t are misshapen. This is in part due to
{?nmmut of de\-gleopmom and
absence of the mutual
treen uie head e&fs ‘thtbzox:mr an
ulum. As a r
i im ble in many cnm=y
?3:'3'3.9; :hnfit:nd of {h'o:l-ﬂnur in the acetab-
ulum, since there is no acetabulum te receive
it, or so small and ill-developed & cavity that
it'is impossible to retain the head in tion
even v?m it has been replaced or the
relief of this serious deformity three methods
t‘x have t:,«m dovii » Mc:‘re.(bltp-
belts can y be counsider curative
ting the mobility of the head
3'?"‘:"'.'3 ft:"l’n!lil?u lh:, do te to improve the

gait

e first attempts which aimed at beine
remy curative wore made by the elder Pravar,
he was followed by Buockminster Browa
Their methods were not ess»ntially different
and consis in extension, lasting many
months, applied to the affected liwb, a
later, passive movements were carried out
The results were hardly commepsurate with
the time and the assiduous attention required
by the method, and at the present time it is
nfmonl entirely disused.

The next phase in the treatment was the
adoption of an 'orn' method; the hip joint
is cut down upon, the acetabulum is deepened
restraining muscles and liguments sre di
vided, the head is replaced, and the limb i«
fixed bﬁ a plaster of Paris splint. In some
cases the misshapen head of the femur is
pared down until it fite mere neatly into the
acetabulum.  This raourod was introdyoed
by Hoffa and modified by leorenz, an in
guitable cases @ives fair results  ‘T'he dan-
gers from sarsis and hemorrhage are by vo
means negligible

third method yet remains: this is the
shloudiest e O woad by Pact, bul It
t was originally in Y . bu
has been modified by lorenz, who has abarn-
do his “open” operation It consicia
in forcibly breaking down the pelvic attach

ments of the muscles, noftully the »d
ductors, which resist the replacement of the
head Then by foreible abduction of the
thizh the head of the ferour is brought dow!
into the pesition of the acetabulum n e

assage downward the may sone-
imes be felt and heard to pass over o nduq'
which probably represents the _H‘mvv and
hinder rim of the acetabulum i is the
sound of “the bone returning 'nio '8
sockes,” which has much impress the

pular mind o retain the head nat the

woetabulum the limb ix fixed hy plasier of
Paris in a position of extreme abdnetion
and the plaster splint is retained for &
months Yaring this time the pressure of the
heud of the femnr may tend to some exien!
to hollow out the acetabulum hy causing
absorption. bit it i= very doubtful if tae achon
is great After the plastar <plint is remov o~
the extreme abduction slow!y disappeare
without, it is said, any reproduction of the
dislocation

1t would he premature to express at preaent
any decided opinion re to the ultimats re-
sults of the method, especially as it hns net
-et been performed in this country sufficientls
requently 1o provide mnlpru-_\ for an ommnr':
but we are at least justified in saving that i’
cannot claim 1o be applicable fo sll forme of
congenital hip dislocation, for in some cascs
no trace of an scetabulum can be found It
is true that the rigks of <>psis and hemorrhagy
are removad by this operation. but the tissues
around the joint are violently a
Some of the credit of the method should be
given 10 Paci.who first deyvissd it but Lorenr
hos applied it to % many cases-—in all, it s
«aid, more than a thousind that his name
will ceriainly be assacatod with it A &n
dicious hesitapey shonld characterise .
curgical mind uptil we have more certain
data on which to found an opinion

The Transportation of Criminals.

To THE Uprron oF Tk SU8-Sie. The accoant
in your paper of the taking of Yourg to Sine Sng
aAnd the se-ne ot the CGrand Central “tation reonrds
a disgrace 1o New York and the twentieth centur e
Why should the publie be subjected to anyihing o
the hind*

1t would seem to the writer that the Sta.- of New
York might afford a private prison car for the trans
portation of criminhls Lo she State s prison he
scenes at Lhe crand Central Swavou gl nave
taken place Ip Varis during \he “Terror ™

NEw Yors, Feb. 14 Javpes Y

Alabama's Ceal.
From (he Gilohe Democral

The report of the State Mine Inspector of the
operation of Alabama coal mines in 15802 was made
public to-day and shows the following data Total
coal outpul of the State, 10,525 763 tons. an ncrease
over 1901 of | 888,178 1ons.

Two of a Kind,
Hewitt ~You're a llar.

Jewell- You're a liar.
Both -We seem to be in pretly bad company.
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